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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Carmel,
As today is the important feast of Our Lady of La Salette, I have included an
abridged version of the apparition as revealed to the two children, Melanie and
Maximim, as the details seem more relevant than ever.
In great unity of prayer,
Sr. Teresa of the Cross TODC
“Come my children, fear not, I am here to proclaim great news to you. If my people
do not wish to submit themselves, I am forced to let go of the hand of my Son. It is so
heavy and weighs me down so much I can no longer keep hold of it. I have suffered all
of the time for the rest of you! If I do not wish my Son to abandon you, I must take it
upon myself to pray for this continually. And the rest of you think little of this. In vain
you will pray, in vain you will act, and you will never be able to make up for the trouble
I have taken over for the rest of you.”
“ I gave you six days to work; I kept the seventh for myself, and no one wishes to
grant it to me. This is what weighs down the arm of my Son so much. Those who drive
carts cannot speak without putting the name of my Son in the middle. These are the two
things which weigh down the arm of my Son so much….”
“Melanie, what I am about to tell you now will not always be a secret. You may
make it public in 1858.
“The priests, ministers of my Son, the priests, by their wicked lives, by their
irreverence and their impiety in the celebration of the holy mysteries, by their love of
money, their love of honors and pleasures, and the priests have become cesspools of
impurity. Yes, the priests are asking vengeance, and vengeance is hanging over their
heads. Woe to the priests and to those dedicated to God who by their unfaithfulness and
their wicked lives are crucifying my Son again! The sins of those dedicated to God cry
out towards Heaven and call for vengeance, and now vengeance is at their door, for
there is no one left to beg mercy and forgiveness for the people. There are no more
generous souls; there is no one left worthy of offering a stainless sacrifice to the Eternal
for the sake of the world.
“God will strike in an unprecedented way.

“Woe to the inhabitants of the earth! God will exhaust His wrath upon them and no
one will be able to escape so many afflictions together.”
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“The chiefs, the leaders of the people of God have neglected prayer and penance, and the devil has bedimmed their intelligence. They have become wandering
stars which the old devil will drag along with his tail to make them perish. God
will allow the old serpent to cause divisions among those who reign in every
society and in every family. Physical and moral agonies will be suffered. God will
abandon mankind to itself and will send punishments which will follow one after
the other for more than thirty-five years.
“The Society of men is on the eve of the most terrible scourges and of gravest
events. Mankind must expect to be ruled with an iron rod and to drink from the
chalice of the wrath of God.
“May the curate of my Son, Pope Pius IX never leave Rome again after 1859;
may he, however, be steadfast and noble, may he fight with the weapons of faith
and love. I will be at his side. May he be on guard against Napoleon: he is twofaced, and when he wishes to make himself Pope as well as Emperor, God will
soon draw back from him. He is the master-mind who, always wants to ascend
further, will fall on the sword he wished to use to force his people to be raised up.”
“In the year 1864, Lucifer together with a large number of demons will be unloosed from hell; they will put an end
to faith little by little, even in those dedicated to God. They will blind them in such a way, that unless they are
blessed with a special grace, these people will take on the spirit of these angels of hell; several religious institutions
will lose all faith and will lose many souls.
“Evil books will be abundant on earth and the spirits of darkness will spread everywhere a universal slackening of
all that concerns the service of God. They will have great power over Nature: there will be churches built to serve
these spirits. ....
“The true faith to the Lord having been forgotten, each individual will want to be on his own and be superior to
people of same identity, they will abolish civil rights as well as ecclesiastical, all order and all justice would be
trampled underfoot and only homicides, hate, jealously, lies and dissension would be seen without love for country
or family.
“The Holy Father will suffer a great deal. I will be with him until the end and receive his sacrifice.
“All the civil governments will have one and the same plan, which will be to abolish and do away with every
religious principal to make way for materialism, atheism, spiritualism and vice of all kinds.
“In the year 1865, there will desecration of holy places. In convents, the flowers of the Church will decompose
and the devil will make himself like the King of all hearts. May those in charge of religious communities be on their
guard against the people they must receive, for the devil will resort to all his evil tricks to introduce sinners into
religious orders, for disorder and the love of carnal pleasures will be spread all over the earth.
“France, Italy, Spain and England will be at war. Blood will flow in the streets......A general war will follow which
will be appalling. For a time, God will cease to remember France and Italy because the Gospel of Jesus Christ has
been forgotten. The wicked will make use of all their evil ways. Men will kill each other; massacre each other even
in their homes. ....” “The righteous will suffer greatly. Their prayers, their penances and their tears will rise up to
Heaven and all of God’s people will beg for forgiveness and mercy and will plead for my help and intercession. And
then Jesus Christ, in an act of His justice and His great mercy will command His Angels to have all His enemies put
to death. Suddenly, the persecutors of the Church of Jesus Christ and all those given to sin will perish and the earth
will become desert-like. And then peace will be made, and man will be reconciled to God. Jesus Christ will be
served, worshipped and glorified. Charity will flourish everywhere. The new kings will be the right arm of the holy
Church, which will be strong, humble and pious in Its poor but fervent imitation of the virtues of Jesus Christ. The
Gospel will be preached everywhere and mankind will make great progress in its faith, for there will be unity among
the workers of Jesus Christ and man will live in fear of God.
“This peace among men will be short-lived. Twenty-five years of plentiful harvests will make them forget that the
sins of men are the cause of all the troubles on this earth.
“A forerunner of the Antichrist, with his troops gathered from several nations, will fight against the true Christ, the
only Saviour of the world. He will shed much blood and will want to annihilate the worship of God to make himself
be looked upon as a God.
“The earth will be struck by calamities of all kinds [in addition to plague and famine which will be wide-spread].
.
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There will be a series of wars until the last war, which will then be fought by the ten Kings of the Antichrist, all of
whom will have one and the same plan and will be the only rulers of the world. Before this comes to pass, there will
be a kind of false peace in the world. People will think of nothing but amusement. The wicked will give themselves
over to all kinds of sin. But the children of the holy Church, the children of my faith, my true followers, they will
grow in their love for God and in all the virtues most precious to me. Blessed are the souls humbly guided by the
Holy Spirit! I shall fight at their side until they reach a fullness of years.
“Nature is asking for vengeance because of man, and she trembles with dread at what must happen to the earth
stained with crime. Tremble, earth, and you who proclaim yourselves as serving Jesus Christ and who, on the inside,
only adore yourselves, tremble, for God will hand you over to His enemy, because the holy places are in a state of
corruption. Many convents are no longer houses of God, but the grazing grounds of Asmodeas and his like. It will
be during this time that the Antichrist will be born of a Hebrew nun, a false virgin who will communicate with the
old serpent, the master of impurity, his father with be B. At birth, he will spew out blasphemy; he will have teeth, in
a word; he will be the devil incarnate. He will scream horribly, he will perform wonders; he will feed on nothing but
impurity. He will have brothers who, although not devils incarnate like him, will be children of evil. At the age of
twelve, they will draw attention upon themselves by the gallant victories they will have won; soon they will each
lead armies, aided by the legions of hell.
“The seasons will be altered, the earth will produce nothing but bad fruit, the stars will lose their regular motion,
and the moon will only reflect a faint reddish glow. Water and fire will give the earth’s globe convulsions and
terrible earthquakes which will swallow up mountains, cities, etc...
“Rome will lose the faith and become the seat of the Antichrist.
“The demons of the air together with the Antichrist will perform great wonders on earth and in the atmosphere,
and men will become more and more perverted. God will take care of His faithful servants and men of good will.
The Gospel will be preached everywhere, and all peoples of all nations will get to know the truth.
“I make an urgent appeal to the earth. I call on the true disciples of the living God who reigns in Heaven; I call on
the true followers of Christ made man, the only true Saviour of men; I call on my children, the true faithful, those
who have given themselves to me so that I may lead them to my divine Son, those whom I carry in my arms, so to
speak, those who have lived on my spirit. Finally, I call on the Apostles of the Last Days, the faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ who have lived in scorn for the world and for themselves, in poverty and in humility, in scorn and in
silence, in prayer and in mortification, in chastity and in union with God, in suffering and unknown to the world. It
is time they came out and filled the world with light. Go and reveal yourselves to be my cherished children. I am at
your side and within you, provided that your faith is the light which shines upon you in these unhappy days. May
your zeal make you famished for the glory and honour of Jesus Christ. Fight, children of light, you, the few who
can see. For now is the time of all times, the end of all ends.
“The Church will be in eclipse, the world will be in dismay. But now Enoch and Eli will come, filled with the
Spirit of God. They will preach with the might of God, and men of good will will believe in God, and many souls
will be comforted. They will make great steps forward through the virtue of the Holy Spirit and will condemn the
devilish lapses of the Antichrist. Woe to the inhabitants of the earth! There will be bloody wars and famines,
plagues and infectious diseases. It will rain with a fearful hail of animals. There will be thunderstorms which will
shake cities, earthquakes which will swallow up countries. Voices will be heard in the air. Men will beat their heads
against walls, call for their death, and on another side death will be their torment. Blood will flow on all sides. Who
will be the victor if God does not shorten the length of the test? All the blood, the tears and prayers of the righteous,
God will relent. Enoch and Eli will be put to death. Pagan Rome will disappear. The fire of Heaven will fall and
consume three cities. All the universe will be struck with terror and many will let themselves be lead astray because
they have not worshipped the true Christ who lives among them. It is time; the sun is darkening; only faith will
survive.
“Now is the time; the abyss is opening. Here is the king of kings of darkness; here is the beast with his subjects,
calling himself the saviour of the world. He will rise proudly into the air to go to Heaven. He will be smothered by
the breath of the Archangel Saint Michael. He will fall, and the earth, which will have been in a continuous series of
evolutions for three days, will open up its fiery bowels; and he will have plunged for all eternity with all his
followers into the everlasting chasms of hell. And then water and fire will purge the earth and consume all the work
of men’s pride and all will be renewed. God will be served and glorified.”
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THE ABIDING PRESENCE OF THE HOLY GHOST
IN THE SOUL
DIVINUM ILLUD MUNUS - Encyclical Letter for Pentecost 1897
To our Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, Bishops and Other Local Ordinaries
having peace and communion with the Holy See.

LEO XIII, POPE
Venerable Brethren,
Health and Apostolic Benediction,
That divine office which Jesus Christ received from His Father for the welfare of
mankind, and most perfectly fulfilled, had for its final object to put men in possession of
the eternal life of glory, and proximately during the course of ages to secure to them the
life of divine grace, which is destined eventually to blossom into the life of heaven.
Wherefore, our Saviour never ceases to invite, with infinite affection, all men, of every
race and tongue, into the bosom of His Church: “Come ye all to Me,” “I am the Life,” “I
am the Good Shepherd.” Nevertheless, according to His inscrutable counsels, He did not
will entirely to complete and finish this office Himself on earth, but as He admitted it for
its completion to the Holy Ghost. It is consoling to recall those assurances which Christ
gave to the body of His disciples a little before He left the earth: “It is expedient to you
that I go: for if I go not, the Paraclete will not come to you: but if I go, I will send Him to
you.” [I John 16.7]. In these words He gave as the chief reason of His departure and His
return to the Father, the advantage which would most certainly accrue to His followers
from the coming of the Holy Ghost, and, at the same, He made it clear that the Holy Ghost
is equally sent by - and therefore proceeds from - Himself and the Father; that He would
complete, in His office of Intercessor, Consoler and Teacher, the work which Christ Himself had begun in His mortal life. For, in the redemption of the world, the completion of
the work was by Divine Providence reserved to the manifold power of that Spirit who, in
the creation, “adorned the heavens” [Job 26.13], and “filled the whole world” [Wisdom
1.7.].
THE TWO PRINCIPAL AIMS OF OUR PONTIFICATE
Now We have earnestly striven, by the help of His grace, to follow the example of
Christ, Our Saviour, the Prince of Pastors, and the Bishop of our Souls, by diligently
carrying on His office, entrusted by Him to the Apostles and chiefly to Peter, “whose
dignity faileth not, even in his unworthy successor” [St. Leo the Great, sermon 2, on the
anniversary of his election]. In pursuance of this object We have attempted and persistently carried out during a long pontificate towards two chief ends: in the first place, towards
the restoration, both in rulers and peoples, of the principles of the Christian life in civil and
domestic society, since there is no true life for men except from Christ; and, secondly to
promote the reunion of those who have fallen away from the Catholic Church either by
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heresy or by schism, since it is most undoubtedly the will of Christ that all should be united
in one flock under one Shepherd. But now that We are looking forward to the approach of
the closing days of Our life, Our soul is deeply moved to dedicate to the Holy Ghost, who
is the life-giving Love, all the work We have done during Our pontificate, that He may
bring it to maturity and fruitfulness. In order that better and more fully to carry out this Our
intention, We have resolved to address you at the approaching sacred season of Pentecost
concerning the indwelling and miraculous power of the Holy Ghost; and the extent and
efficiency of His action, both in the whole body of the Church and in the individual souls of
its members, through the glorious abundance of His divine graces. We earnestly desire that,
as a result, faith may be aroused in your minds concerning the mystery of the adorable
Trinity, and especially that piety may increase and be inflamed towards the Holy Ghost, to
whom especially all of us owe the grace of following the paths of truth and virtue; for, as
St. Basil said, “Who denieth that the dispensations concerning man, which have been made
by the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, according to the goodness of God, have
been fulfilled through the grace of the Spirit?” [Of the Holy Ghost, c.16, v.39]
THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINE FOR THE BLESSED TRINITY
Before we enter upon this subject, it will be both desirable and useful to say a few
words about the Majesty of the Blessed Trinity. This dogma is called by the doctors of the
Church “the substance of the New Testament,” that is to say, the greatest of all mysteries,
since it is the fountain and origin of them all. In order to know and contemplate this mystery, the angels were created in Heaven and men upon earth. In order to teach more fully
this mystery, which was but foreshadowed in the Old Testament, God Himself came down
from the angels unto men: “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him” [John 1.18]. Whosoever then writes or
speaks of the Trinity must keep before his eyes the prudent warning of the Angelic Doctor:
“When we speak of the Trinity, we must do so with caution and modesty, for, as St.
Augustine saith, nowhere else are more dangerous errors made, or is research more difficult, or discovery more fruitful” [Summ. Th. La, q.31. De Trin. l.l, c. 3] The danger that
arises is lest the Divine Persons be confounded one with the other in faith or worship, or
lest the one Nature in them be separated: for “This is the Catholic Faith, that we should
adore one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity.” Therefore Our predecessor Innocent XII
absolutely refused the petition of those who desired a special festival in honor of God the
Father. For, although the separate mysteries connected with the Incarnate Word are
celebrated on certain fixed days, yet there is no special feast of which the Word is honoured
according to His Divine Nature alone. And even the Feast of Pentecost was instituted in the
early times, not simply to honor the Holy Ghost in Himself, but to commemorate His coming or His external mission. And all this has been widely ordained, lest from distinguishing
the Divine Essence. Moreover, the Church, in order to preserve in her children the purity
of faith, instituted the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity, which John XXII afterwards extended
to the Universal Church. He also permitted altars and churches to be dedicated to the
Blessed Trinity, and, with the divine approval, sanctioned the Order for the Ransom of
Captives, which is specially devoted to the Blessed Trinity and bears Its name. Many facts
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this truth. The worship paid to the saints and angels, to the Mother of God, and to Christ
Himself finally redounds to the honor of the Blessed Trinity. In prayers addressed to one
Person, there is also mention of the others; in the litanies after the individual Persons have
been separately invoked, a common invocation of all is added: all psalms and hymns
conclude with the doxology to the Father, Son and Holy Ghost; blessings, sacred rites, and
sacraments are either accompanied or concluded by the invocation of the Blessed Trinity.
This was already foreshadowed by the Apostle in those words: “For of Him, and by Him,
and in Him, are all things: to Him be glory for ever” [Rom.11.36], thereby signifying both
the Trinity of Persons and the Unity of Nature: for as this is one and the same in each of
the Persons, so to each is equally owing supreme glory, as to one and the same God. St.
Augustine, commenting upon this testimony, writes: “The words of the Apostle, of Him,
and by Him, and in Him, are not to be taken indiscriminately; of Him refers to the Father,
by Him to the Son, in Him to the Holy Ghost” [De Trin. l. vi, c.10; I. I, c.6]. The Church is
accustomed most fittingly to attribute to the Father those works of the Divinity in which
power excels, to the Son those in which wisdom excels, and those in which love excels to
the Holy Ghost. Not that all perfections and external operations are not common to the
Divine Persons; for “the operations of the Trinity are indivisible, even as the essence of
the Trinity is indivisible” [St. Aug. De Trin., l.l,cc.4-5]; because as the three Divine Persons “are inseparable, so do they act inseparably” [St. Aug., ib]. But by a certain
comparison, and a kind of affinity between the operations and the properties of the Persons, these operations are attributed or, as it is said, “appropriated” to One Person rather
than to the others. “Just as we make use of the traces of similarity or likeness which we
find in creatures for the manifestation of the Divine Persons, so do we use Their essential
attributes; and this manifestation of the Persons by Their essential attributes is called
appropriation” [St. Th. la, q. 39, xxxix, a.7]. In this manner the Father, who is “the
principle of the whole God-head” [St. Aug. De. Trin.,l. iv, c. 20], is also the efficient cause
of all things, of the Incarnation of the Word, and the sanctification of souls; “of Him are
all things”: of Him, referring to the Father. But the Son, the Word, the Image of God, is
also the exemplar cause whence all creatures borrow their form and beauty, their order
and harmony. He is for us the Way, the Truth, and the Life; the Reconciler of man with
God. “By Him are all things”: by Him, referring to the Son. The Holy Ghost is the
ultimate cause of all things, since, as the will and all other things finally rest in their end,
so He, who is the Divine Goodness and the Mutual Love of the Father and Son, completes
and perfects, by His strong yet gentle power, the secret work of man’s eternal salvation.
“In Him are all things”: in Him, referring to the Holy Ghost.
THE HOLY GHOST AND THE INCARNATION
Having thus paid due tribute of faith and worship owing to the Blessed Trinity,
which ought to be more and more inculcated upon the Christian people, we now turn to
the exposition of the power of the Holy Ghost. And, first of all, we must look to Christ,
the Founder of the Church and the Redeemer of our race. Among the external operations
of God, the highest of all is the mystery of the Incarnation of the Word, in which the
splendour of the divine perfections shines forth so brightly that nothing more sublime can
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even be imagined, nothing else could have been more salutary to the human race. Now this
work, although belonging to the whole Trinity, is still appropriated especially to the Holy
Ghost, so that the Gospels thus speak of the Blessed Virgin: “She was found with child of
the Holy Ghost,” and “that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” [Matt.1.18,20.].
And this is rightly attributed to Him who is the love of the Father and the Son, since this
“great mystery of piety” [1 Tim.3.16] proceeds from the infinite love of God towards man,
as St. John tells us: “God so loved the world as to give His only begotten Son” [John 3.16].
Moreover, human nature was thereby elevated to a personal union with the Word; and this
dignity is given, not on account of any merits, but entirely and absolutely through grace,
and therefore, as it were, through the special gift of the Holy Ghost. On this point St. Augustine writes: “This manner in which Christ was born of the Holy Ghost, indicates to us
the grace of God, by which humanity, with no antecedent merits, at the first moment of its
existence, was united with the Word of God, by so intimate a personal union, that He, who
was the Son of Man, was also the Son of God, and He who was the Son of God was also the
Son of Man” [Enchir., c.xl; St. Th. 3a, q. xxxii, a.1]. By the operation of the Holy Ghost,
not only was the conception of Christ accomplished, but also the sanctification of His soul,
which, in Holy Scripture, is called His “anointing” [Acts 10.38]. Wherefore all His actions
were “performed in the Holy Ghost” [St. Basil de Sp. S., c.xvi], and especially the sacrifice
of Himself “Christ, through the Holy Ghost, offered Himself without spot to God” [Heb.
9.14]. Considering this, no one can be surprised that all the gifts of the Holy Ghost inundated the soul of Christ. In Him resided the absolute fullness of grace, in the greatest and most
efficacious manner possible; in Him were all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge graces
gratis datae, virtues, and all other gifts foretold in the prophecies of Isaias [Is. 4.1, 11. 23],
and also signified in that miraculous dove which appeared at the Jordon, when Christ, by
His baptism, consecrated its waters for a new sacrament. On this the words of St. Augustine
may appropriately be quoted: “It would be absurd to say that Christ received the Holy
Ghost when He was already thirty years of age, for He came to His baptism without sin, and
therefore not without the Holy Ghost. At this time, then [that is, at His baptism], He was
pleased to prefigure His Church, in which those especially who are baptised receive the
Holy Ghost [De Trin., l. xv. c. 26]. Therefore, by the conspicuous apparition of the Holy
Ghost over Christ and by His invisible power in His soul, the twofold mission of the Spirit
is foreshadowed, namely, His outward and visible mission in the Church, and His secret
indwelling in the souls of the just.
THE HOLY GHOST AND THE CHURCH
The Church which, already conceived came forth from the side of the second Adam
in His sleep on the Cross, first showed herself before the eyes of men on the great day of
Pentecost. On that day the Holy Ghost began to manifest His gifts in the mystic body of
Christ, by that miraculous outpouring already foreseen by the prophet Joel [2.28-29], for the
Paraclete “sat upon the apostles as though new spiritual crowns were placed upon their
heads in tongues of fire” [S. Cyril Hier. Catech. 17]. Then the apostles “descended from the
mountain,” as St. John Chrysostom writes, “not bearing in their hands tables of stone like
Moses, but carrying the Spirit in their mind, and pouring forth the treasure and the fountain
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of doctrines and graces” [In Matt. Hom.1,2 Cor. 3.3.]. Thus was fully accomplished that
last promise of Christ to His apostles of sending the Holy Ghost, who was to complete and,
as it were, to seal the deposit of doctrine committed to them under His inspiration. “I have
yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now; but when He, the Spirit of
Truth, shall come He will teach you all truth” [John 16.12.13]. For He who is proceedeth
both from the Father, who is the eternally True, and from the Son, who is the substantial
Truth, receiveth from each both His essence and the fullness of all truth. This truth He communicates to His Church, guarding her by His all powerful help from ever falling into error,
and aiding her to foster daily more and more the germs of divine doctrine and to make them
fruitful for the welfare of the peoples. And since the welfare of the peoples, for which the
Church was established, absolutely requires that this office should be continued for all time,
the Holy Ghost perpetually supplies life and strength to preserve and increase the Church. "I
will ask the Father, and He will give you another Paraclete, that He may abide with you for
ever, the Spirit of Truth" (John xiv., 16, 17].
By Him the bishops are constituted, and by their ministry are multiplied not only the
children, but also the fathers-that is to say, the priests-to rule and feed the Church by that
Blood wherewith Christ has redeemed Her. "The Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops to
rule the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own Blood" [Acts xx., 28]. And
both bishops and priests, by the miraculous gift of the Spirit, have the power of absolving
sins, according to those words of Christ to the Apostles: "Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose
sins you shall forgive they are forgiven them, and whose you shall retain they are retained" [John xx., 22, 23]. That the Church is a divine institution is most clearly proved by
the splendour and glory of those gifts and graces with which she is adorned, and whose
author and giver is the Holy Ghost. Let it suffice to state that, as Christ is the Head of the
Church, so is the Holy Ghost her soul. "What the soul is in our body, that is the Holy Ghost
in Christ's body, the Church" [St. Aug., Serm. 187, de Temp.]. This being so, no further and
fuller "manifestation and revelation of the Divine Spirit" may be imagined or expected; for
that which now takes place in the Church is the most perfect possible, and will last until that
day when the Church herself, having passed through her militant career, shall be taken up
into the joy of the saints triumphing in heaven.
THE HOLY GHOST IN THE SOULS OF THE JUST
The manner and extent of the action of the Holy Ghost in individual souls is no less
wonderful, although somewhat more difficult to understand, inasmuch as it is entirely
invisible. This outpouring of the Spirit is so abundant, that Christ Himself, from whose gift
it proceeds, compares it to an overflowing river, according to those words of St. John: "He
that believeth in Me, as the Scripture saith, out of his midst shall flow rivers of living
water"; to which testimony the Evangelist adds the explanation: "Now this He said of the
Spirit which they should receive who believed in Him" [John vii., 38, 39]. It is indeed true
that in those of the just who lived before Christ, the Holy Ghost resided by grace, as we
read in the Scriptures concerning the prophets, Zachary, John the Baptist, Simeon, and
Anna; so that on Pentecost the Holy Ghost did not communicate Himself in such a way "as
then for the first time to begin to dwell in the saints, but by pouring Himself forth more
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abundantly” [ St. Leo the Great, Hom. iii, de Pentec]. But if they also were numbered
among the children of God, they were in a state like that of servants, for “as long as the
heir is a child he differeth nothing from a servant, but is under tutors and governors” [Gal.
4.1., 2.]. Moreover, not only was their justice derived from the merits of Christ who was
to come, but the communication of the Holy Ghost after Christ was much more abundant,
just as the price surpasses in value the earnest and the reality excels the image. Wherefore
St. John declares: "As yet the Spirit was not given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified" (John vii., 39). So soon, therefore, as Christ, "ascending on high," entered into
possession of the glory of His Kingdom which He had won with so much labour, He
munificently opened out the treasures of the Holy Ghost: "He gave gifts to men"(Eph. iv.,
8). For "that giving or sending forth of the Holy Ghost after Christ’s glorification was to
be such as had never been before; not that there had been none before, but it had not been
of the same kind.” [St. Aug., De. Trin. l. iv, c.20]
Human nature is by necessity the servant of God: “The creature is a servant; we are
the servants of God by nature” [St. Cyril Alex., Thesaur., l.v,c.5]. On account, however, of
original sin, our whole nature had fallen into such guilt and dishonour that we had become
enemies to God. "We were by nature the children of wrath" (Eph. ii., 3). There was no
power which could raise us and deliver us from this ruin and eternal destruction. But God,
the Creator of mankind and infinitely merciful, did this through His only begotten Son, by
whose benefit it was brought about that man was restored so that rank and dignity whence
he had fallen, and was adorned with still more abundant graces. No one can express the
greatness of this work of divine grace in the souls of men. Wherefore, both in Holy Scripture and in the writings of the fathers, men are styled regenerated, new creatures, partakers
of the Divine Nature, children of God, god-like, and similar epithets. Now these great
blessings are justly attributed as especially belonging to the Holy Ghost. He is "the Spirit
of adoption of sons, whereby we cry: Abba, Father." He fills our hearts with the sweetness
of paternal love: "The Spirit Himself giveth testimony to our spirit that we are the sons of
God" [Rom. viii., 15-16]. This truth accords with the similitude observed by the Angelic
Doctor between both operations of the Holy Ghost; for through Him" Christ was
conceived in holiness to be by nature the Son of God," and "others are sanctified to be the
sons of God by adoption" [St. Th. 3a,q.xxxii.,a.I]. This spiritual generation proceeds from
love in a much more noble manner than the natural: namely, from the untreated Love.
The beginnings of this regeneration and renovation of man are by Baptism. In this
sacrament, when the unclean spirit has been expelled from the soul, the Holy Ghost enters
in and makes it like to Himself. "That which is born of the Spirit, is spirit" [John iii., 6].
The same Spirit gives Himself more abundantly in Confirmation, strengthening and
confirming Christian life; from which proceeded the victory of the martyrs and the
triumph of the virgins over temptations and corruptions. We have said that the Holy Ghost
gives Himself: "the charity of God is poured out into our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is
given to us" [Rom. v., 5]. For He not only brings to us His divine gifts, but is the Author
of them and is Himself the supreme Gift, who, proceeding from the mutual love of the
Father and the Son, is justly believed to be and is called "Gift of God most High." To
show the nature and efficacy of this gift it is well to recall the explanation given by the
doctors of the Church of the words of Holy Scripture. They say that God is present and
exists in all things, "by His power, in so far as all things are subject to His power; by His
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by His presence, inasmuch as all things are naked and open to His eyes; by His essence,
inasmuch as he is present to all as the cause of their being." [St. Th. Ia, q. viii., a. 3]. But
God is in man, not only as in inanimate things, but because he is more fully known and
loved by him, since even by nature we spontaneously love, desire, and seek after the good.
Moreover, God by grace resides in the just soul as in a temple, in a most intimate and peculiar manner. From this proceeds that union of affection by which the soul adheres most
closely to God, more so than the friend is united to his most loving and beloved friend, and
enjoys God in all fulness and sweetness. Now this wonderful union, which is properly
called "indwelling," differing only in degree or state from that with which God beatifies the
saints in heaven, although it is most certainly produced by the presence of the whole
Blessed Trinity-"We will come to Him and make our abode with Him," (John xiv. 23.)nevertheless is attributed in a peculiar manner to the Holy Ghost. For, whilst traces of divine power and wisdom appear even in the wicked man, charity, which, as it were, is the
special mark of the Holy Ghost, is shared in only by the just. In harmony with this, the same
Spirit is called Holy, for He, the first and supreme Love, moves souls and leads them to
sanctity, which ultimately consists in the love of God.
Wherefore the apostle when calling us to the temple of God, does not expressly mention the Father or the Son, or the Holy Ghost: "Know ye not that your members are the
temple of the Holy Ghost, who is in you, whom you have from God?" [1Cor. vi. 19].The
fullness of divine gifts is in many ways a consequence of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost
in the souls of the just. For, as St. Thomas teaches, "when the Holy Ghost proceedeth as
love, He proceedeth in the character of the first gift; whence Augustine with that, through
the gift which is the Holy Ghost, many other special gifts are distributed among the members of Christ." [Summ.Th., la. q. xxxviii., a. 2. St. Aug. de Trin., xv., c. 19]. Among these
gifts are those secret warnings and invitations, which from time to time are excited in our
minds and hearts by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. Without these there is no beginning
of a good life, no progress, no arriving at eternal salvation. And since these words and admonitions are uttered in the soul in an exceedingly secret manner, they are sometimes aptly
compared in Holy Writ to the breathing of a coming breeze, and the Angelic Doctor likens
them to the movements of the heart which are wholly hidden in the living body. "Thy heart
has a certain hidden power, and therefore the Holy Ghost, who invisibly vivifies and unites
the Church, is compared to the heart." [Summ. Th. 3a, q. vii., a. I, ad 3]. More than this, the
just man, that is to say he who lives the life of divine grace, and acts by the fitting virtues as
by means of faculties, has need of those seven gifts which are properly attributed to the Holy Ghost. By means of them the soul is furnished and strengthened so as to obey more easily
and promptly His voice and impulse. Wherefore these gifts are of such efficacy that they
lead the just man to the highest degree of sanctity; and of such excellence that they continue
to exist even in heaven, though in a more perfect way. By means of these gifts the soul is
excited and encouraged to seek after and attain the evangelical beatitudes, which, like the
flowers that come forth in the spring time, are the signs and harbingers of eternal beatitude.
Lastly there are those blessed fruits, enumerated by the Apostle [Gal. v., 22], which the
Spirit, even in this mortal life, produces and shows forth in the just; fruits filled with all
sweetness and joy, inasmuch as they proceed from the Spirit, "who is in the Trinity the
sweetness of both Father and Son, filling all creatures with infinite fullness and
profusion." [St. Aug. de Trin. 1. vi., c. 9]. The Divine Spirit, proceeding from the Father and
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the Word in the eternal light of sanctity, Himself both Love and Gift, after having
manifested Himself through the veils of figures in the Old Testament, poured forth all his
fullness upon Christ and upon His mystic Body, the Church; and called back by his
presence and grace men who were going away in wickedness and corruption with such
salutary effect that, being no longer of the earth earthy, they relished and desired quite
other things, becoming of heaven heavenly.
ON DEVOTION TO THE HOLY GHOST
These sublime truths, which so clearly show forth the infinite goodness of the Holy Ghost
towards us, certainly demand that we should direct towards Him the highest homage of our
love and devotion. Christians may do this most effectually if they will daily strive to know
Him, to love Him, and to implore Him more earnestly; for which reason may this Our exhortation, flowing spontaneously from a paternal heart, reach their ears. Perchance there
are still to be found among them, even nowadays, some, who if asked, as were those of old
by St. Paul the Apostle, whether they have received the Holy Ghost, might answer in like
manner: "We have not so much as heard whether there be a Holy Ghost" (Acts xix., 2). At
least there are certainly many who are very deficient in their religious practices, but their
faith is involved in much darkness. Wherefore all preachers and those having care of souls
should remember that it is their duty to instruct their people more diligently and more
fully about the Holy Ghost avoiding, however, difficult and subtle controversies, and
eschewing the dangerous folly of those who rashly endeavour to pry into divine mysteries.
What should be chiefly dwelt upon and clearly explained is the multitude and greatness of
the benefits which have been bestowed, and are constantly bestowed, upon us by this
Divine Giver, so that errors and ignorance concerning matters of such moment may be
entirely dispelled, as unworthy of “the children of light”. We urge this, not only because it
affects a mystery by which we are directly guided to eternal life, and which must therefore
be firmly believed; but also because the more clearly and fully the good is known the more
earnestly it is loved. Now we owe to the Holy Ghost, as we mentioned in the second place,
love, because He is God: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with
thy whole soul, and with thy whole strength" [Deut. vi., 5]. He is also to be loved because
He is the substantial, eternal, primal Love, and nothing is more lovable than love. And this
all the more because He has overwhelmed us with the greatest benefits, which both testify
to the benevolence of the Giver and claim the gratitude of the receiver. This love has a twofold and most conspicuous utility. In the first place it will excite us to acquire daily a
clearer knowledge about the Holy Ghost; for, as the Angelic Doctor says, "the lover is not
content with the superficial knowledge of the beloved, but striveth to inquire intimately
into all that appertains to the beloved, and thus to penetrate into the interior; as is said of
the Holy Ghost, Who is the Love of God, that He searcheth even the profound things of
God" [1 Cor. ii., 10; Summ.Theol.,la.2ae., q. 28, a.2]. In the second place it will obtain
for us a still more abundant supply of heavenly gifts; for whilst a narrow heart contracteth
the hand of the giver, a grateful and mindful heart causeth it to expand. Yet we must strive
that this love should be of such a nature as not to consist mainly in dry speculations or
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or external observances, but rather to run forward towards action, and especially to fly
from sin, which is in a more special manner offensive to the Holy Spirit. For whatever we
are, that we are by the divine goodness; and goodness is specially attributed to the Holy
Ghost. The sinner offends this his Benefactor, abusing His gifts; and taking advantage of
His goodness becomes more hardened in sin day by day.
Again, since He is the Spirit of Truth, whosoever faileth by weakness or ignorance
may perhaps have some excuse before Almighty God; but he who resists the truth through
malice and turns away from it, sins most grievously against the Holy Ghost. In our days
this sin has become so frequent that those dark times seem to have come which were foretold by St. Paul, in which men, blinded by the just judgment of God, should take falsehood
for truth, and should believe in "the prince of this world," who is a liar and the father thereof, as a teacher of truth: "God shall send them the operation of error, to believe lying [2
Thess. ii., 10]. In the last times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to spirits of
error and the doctrines of devils" [1 Tim. iv., 1]. But since the Holy Ghost, as We have
said, dwells in us as in His temple, We must repeat the warning of the Apostle: "Grieve not
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed" (Eph. iv., 30). Nor is it enough to fly from
sin; every Christian ought to shine with the splendour of virtue so as to be pleasing to so
great and so beneficent a guest; and first of all with chastity and holiness, for chaste and
holy things befit the temple. Hence the words of the Apostle: "Know you not that you are
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? But if any man violate the
temple of God, him shall God destroy. For the temple of God is holy, which you are" [1
Cor. iii., 16-17]: a terrible, indeed, but a just warning.
Lastly, we ought to pray to and invoke the Holy Spirit, for each one of us greatly
needs His protection and His help. The more a man is deficient in wisdom, weak in
strength, borne down with trouble, prone to sin, so ought he the more to fly to Him who is
the never-ceasing fount of light, strength, consolation, and holiness. And chiefly that first
requisite of man, the forgiveness of sins, must be sought for from Him: "It is the special
character of the Holy Ghost that He is the Gift of the Father and the Son. Now the
remission of all sins is given by the Holy Ghost as by the Gift of God" [Summ. Th. 3a, q.
iii., a. 8, ad 3m].
Concerning this Spirit the words of the Liturgy are very explicit: "For He is the
remission of all sins" (Roman Missal, Tuesday after Pentecost). How He should be invoked is clearly taught by the Church, who addresses Him in humble supplication, calling
upon Him by the sweetest of names: "Come, Father of the poor! Come, Giver of gifts!
Come, Light of our hearts! O, best of Consolers, sweet Guest of the soul, our refreshment!" [Hymn, Veni Sancte Spiritus]. She earnestly implores Him to wash, heal, water our
minds and hearts, and to give to us who trust in Him "the merit of virtue, the acquirement
of salvation, and joy everlasting." Nor can it be in any way doubted that He will listen to
such prayer, since we read the words written by His own inspiration: "The Spirit Himself
asketh for us with unspeakable groanings" (Rom. viii., 26). Lastly, we ought confidently
and continually to beg of Him to illuminate us daily more and more with His light and inflame us with His charity: for, thus inspired with faith and love, we may press onward earnestly towards our eternal reward, since He "is the pledge of our inheritance" [Eph. i. 14].
Such, Venerable Brethren, are the teachings and exhortations which We have seen
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good to utter, in order to stimulate devotion to the Holy Ghost. We have no doubt that,
chiefly by means of your zeal and earnestness, they will bear abundant fruit among
Christian peoples. We ourselves shall never in the future fail to labour towards so important
an end; and it is even Our intention, in whatever ways may appear suitable, to further cultivate and extend this admirable work of piety. Meanwhile, as two years ago, in Our Letter
Provida Matris We recommended to Catholics special prayers at the Feast of Pentecost, for
the Reunion of Christendom, so now We desire to make certain further decrees on the same
subject.
AN ANNUAL NOVENA DECREED
Wherefore, We decree and command that throughout the whole Catholic Church,
this year and every subsequent year, a Novena shall take place before Whit Sunday, in all
parish churches, and also, if the local Ordinaries think fit, in other churches and oratories.
To all who take part in this Novena and duly pray for Our intention, We grant for each day
an Indulgence of seven years and seven quarantines moreover, a Plenary Indulgence on any
one the days of the Novena, or on Whit Sunday itself, or on any day during the Octave;
provided they shall have received the Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist, and
devoutly prayer for Our intention. We will that those who are legitimately prevented from
attending the Novena, or who are in places where the devotions cannot, in the judgment of
the Ordinary, be conveniently carried out in church, shall equally enjoy the same benefits,
provided they make the Novena privately and observe the other conditions. Moreover We
are pleased to grant, in perpetuity, from the Treasury of the Church, that whosoever, daily
during the Octave of Pentecost up to Trinity Sunday inclusive, offer again publicly or privately any prayers, according to their devotion, to the Holy Ghost, and satisfy the above
conditions, shall a second time gain each of the same Indulgences. All these Indulgences
We also permit to be applied to the suffrage of the souls in Purgatory.
And now Our mind and heart turn back to those hopes with which We began, and for
the accomplishment of which We earnestly pray, and will continue to pray, to the Holy
Ghost. Unite, then, Venerable Brethren, your prayers to Ours, and at your exhortation let all
Christian peoples add their prayers also, invoking the powerful and ever acceptable
intercession of the Blessed Virgin. You know well the intimate and wonderful relations existing between her and the Holy Ghost, so that she is justly called His Spouse. The intercession of the Blessed Virgin was of great avail both in the mystery of the Incarnation and in
the coming of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles. May she continue to strengthen our prayers with her suffrages, that, in the midst of all the stress and trouble of the nations, those
divine prodigies may be happily revived by the Holy Ghost, which were foretold in the
words of David: “Send forth Thy Spirit and they shall be created, and Thou shalt renew the
face of the earth” [Ps. ciii., 30].
As a pledge of Divine favour and a testimony of Our affection, Venerable Brethren,
to you, your Clergy, and people, We gladly impart in the Lord the Apostolic Benediction.
Given at St. Peter’s, in Rome, on the 9th day of May, 1897, in the 20th year of Our
Pontificate.
LEO XIII
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St. Therese and the Holy Ghost
“Whosoever are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God”
A conference given by Père Liagre, C.S.S.p

The outstanding characteristic of St. Therese is her devotion to
and exposition of the doctrine of Christian childhood. Her little way
is the “Way of Childhood”, she is the living example of the “child of
God” in the Gospel sense. Now Saint Paul has expressly said that the
children of God are they who let themselves be guided by the Spirit of
God. Here, it seems to me, lies the theological explanation of the life
and spirituality of St. Therese of child Jesus.
All agree that the purpose of ascetism is to subject souls to the interior action of the Holy Ghost.
The theological reason of this is that it is God, the Holy Ghost, who alone produces, who alone can make
present in the soul, the supernatural life, the divine life, holiness. All agree in that, but not all put this principle as a foundation of ascetism with equal clearness. Some leave it almost in the shade. They seem, in
practice, to lead the soul to believe that everything depends, first and foremost, on its personal efforts, on
its own multiple and complicated resolutions.
Instead of first enlarging the soul and marking it forget self by turning it to God though faith in His
love, through humility and confidence, these methods turn the soul in on itself so that it wears itself out in
self- analysis and laborious efforts, which are often quite fruitless. It is true that the soul is told that it must
pray, because nothing can be done without God, but in practice, instead of turning the soul to God, these
methods turn it in upon self; instead of encouraging the soul to leave itself, so that God may perfect it, they
cause it to shut itself up in itself in order to attain perfection. Hence those complicated rules for practising
each of the virtues, with their innumerable degrees, their endless divisions and subdivisions.
It is to these methods, I think, that Therese was referring when she said: “Sometimes, when I read
certain treatises where the road to perfection is pictured as encumbered with a thousand obstacles, my
poor little heart is very soon tired. I close the learned book which makes my head ache and my heart turn
dry, and I take up the Holy Scriptures. Everything then seems as clear as day........perfection seems easy; it
is enough to acknowledge my nothingness and to surrender myself, like a child, in God’s arms.” [Auto. 372-3]
“Whosoever are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” [1 Rom.viii,14]. The words are almost
identical. Grand books that she cannot understand, much less put into practice, Therese leaves to great
souls and is glad to be little, because only little children, and those who are like them, will be admitted into
heaven.
These methods take us far from the simplicity of the Gospel. Simplicity in the spiritual life is most
certainly the hall mark of Therese’s ascetism. She teaches souls to go to God for deliverance from their
miseries, to let themselves be drawn by God, to rely on Him, to surrender themselves to Him; this simply
means that Therese aims at establishing and keeping the soul under the action and guidance of the Holy
Ghost. Her whole life is but the practical and extremely suggestive example of that basic principle of
ascetism and mystical theology: “Whosoever are led by the Spirit of God.......” I said, theological principle,
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for it is Therese, the theologian, that I envisage in this conference. I openly confess my unqualified admiration for the solidity and depth of her theology. I am persuaded that, unconsciously, without being aware
of it, she has reduced theology, and the most profound theology, the only true theology, to this; the life of
God in our souls.
I propose to take two pages from her book. The more I meditate on these two pages, the more they
seem to sum up the whole of Therese’s ascetic doctrine. The first passage seems to me to be, in plain and
simple language, the very expression of St. Paul’s. “Whosoever are led by the Spirit of God...” This is
what she “I have always longed to become a Saint, but, alas, I have always found that when I compare
myself to them, there is the same difference that we see in nature between the mountain peak lost in the
clouds, and the tiny grain of sand trodden under the feet of the passers-by. Far from being discouraged, I
say to myself: God would never put unrealisable desires into our hearts....” [Auto.p.151] Let us pause here
a moment. The Saint’s reasoning is admirable. God, the Holy Ghost, never inspires the soul with desires
that cannot be gratified. He only awakens desires in order to satisfy them, and more completely we can
imagine or ask for.
The desires of the soul, therefore, come wholly from God. The word “desire” is constantly on
Therese’s lips, and this, by itself, says much. Her personal desires are classical; they pass all bounds,
even all reason, they are immense, infinite. “I told myself; God cannot inspire unrealizable desires:
therefore, in spite of my littleness, I can aspire to sanctity. I cannot make myself bigger. Therefore, I must
be content to stay as I am with my innumerable imperfections. But I want to try and find a very direct
little way to heaven - a short cut - a perfectly new little way. Ours is a century of inventions; there is no
need now to climb a staircase step by step; in rich men’s houses a lift is a very convenient substitute. I,
too, want to discover a lift is a very convenient substitute. I, too, want to discover a lift to carry me up to
Jesus, for I am far too little to climb the steep stairway of perfection.” How many souls say the same
thing, and remain discouraged at the foot of the stairs! “Then I began to search the Holy Scriptures for
some indication of this lift which my soul desired: and I read these words, straight from the lips of
Wisdom Himself: ‘Whosoever is a little one, let him come to Me!....’ [1 Prov.ix.4] Then God drew near, for
I knew I had found what I was looking for. Wanting now to know what he would do to the little one, I
went on with my search, and this is what I found: ‘As one whom the mother caresseth, so will comfort
you...I will carry you in my bosom, and I will caress you upon my knees’ [Is.lxvi, 13]. Oh, never did tenderer, sweeter words gladden my heart. The lift which is to carry me up to heaven is Thy arms, O Jesus!
There is no need for me to grow bigger; on the contrary, I must stay little, and I must become so more
and more.” [Auto. P.152].
“The arms of Jesus” - in theological terms this metaphor means the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy
Ghost with His Gifts, which are, as it were, the arms with which He lifts us up. “Lift” is a wonderfully apt
description of the Holy Ghost. It is the modern equivalent of St. Paul’s: “Whosoever are led by the Spirit
of God.” In the matter of sanctity it is indeed the Holy Ghost who sets us in motion and lifts us up, who
carries us and raises us to the perfection of love, to sanctity.
What is required from us? Humility and confidence. “Whosoever is a little one, let him come to
me!”. Enlightened by the Holy Ghost, Therese perfectly understood these words of Wisdom. “To be
wholly little,” that is to say, to know and love our helplessness, and for that reason “to go to him” that is
to Infinite Love; this is how we enter the lift. And then he carries us up; He does it, not we ourselves. All
we have to do is not to interfere, to yield ourselves to His upward movement. He will lift us up above
ourselves, above our wretchedness and our shortcomings, and little by little, will free us from ourselves,
from our egoism! That is His work, His essential work. He will do this Divine work if, while desiring
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its realization in us, we rely in no way on ourselves, but rather, fearlessly, unhesitatingly and unreservedly
on Him, on His gratuitous and all-powerful Love. The desire to love, humility, confidence; that is all.
There we have the whole of Therese, so it seems to me: the whole of her sanctity, the whole of her
spirituality. First, the desire to love God, to love Him perfectly; then humility: “Whosoever is a little one”
and lastly, confidence: “Let him come to me.” The soul surrenders itself; it steps into the lift; it is borne
upwards, “led by the Spirit of God.”
Having tried to reduce Therese’s “Little Way” to its theological elements, I repeat that I think her
whole doctrine is contained in this page. But, it may be asked, what about correcting faults and acquiring
virtues? What of the human cooperation in the path of perfection? I am certain that, for Therese, all this
was contained in a better way in the simple formula, self-surrender with humility and confidence. The
soul must be sincere in this gift of self, yielding itself just as it is, with all its shortcomings and all its
wretchedness, to the all-powerful Compassionate Love in Whom it believes. In whom it believes, I say,
for here we see the sovereign importance of faith in the Love, in the Compassionate Love, of our Heavenly Father for our wretchedness. The soul is not, of course, dispensed from taking its part, from working
and striving. But in doing so, it looks more to God than to itself; it puts its confidence in God and surrenders itself to God’s action rather than acts itself. “Led by the spirit of God” Throughout, the chief part, the
first movement, the primary action is God’s. The soul acts and strives, but it is aware that, first and foremost, it is carried by God, by Love; it knows itself loved. Hence its confidence, which is its strength. Its
efforts, too are humble and calm, without disturbance or impatience, without haste or anxiety: and, more
important than all, without discouragement.
Let us now turn to the second page I mentioned. This page, which treats directly of the soul’s
striving, clarifies and completes the theology of the life in a wonderful way.
Therese was then Novice Mistress. One of the novices was discouraged at her failure to correct her
imperfections. “You remind me,” said Therese, “of a tiny child beginning to stand upright, but unable as
yet to walk. Longing to reach her mother at the top of the stairs, she keeps on lifting her little foot to
mount the first step; a fruitless task. She falls over again and again, unable to make any progress. Well!
you must be that little child. By the practice of every virtue, keep on lifting your little foot to scale the stair
of perfection, and do not imagine that you will be able to mount the first step! No, but God does not ask
more than your goodwill. From the top of the stairs He is lovingly watching you. Soon, won by your fruitless efforts, He will Himself come down, and taking you in His arms, will bear you away forever to His
kingdom - which you will never leave again.” [Auto.p.203]
That is an exact description of our cooperation in the work of our sanctification; that is what God
wants; our goodwill, our desire to please Him, and our own poor little efforts. That is all we are capable
of, little fruitless efforts. When God decides that we have shown enough goodwill, that is to say, when we
go on, humbly and patiently, always trying to please Him, in spite of the uselessness of all we do, when
He comes down and take us in His arms and carries us: it is the lift again! But this time our part and
God’s......
What peace, what calm there is in her way of describing the striving after perfection, the labour of
acquiring the virtues! We feel that the soul is wholly turned to God, wholly rests in Him, even when it is
acting and working, confiding wholly in Him, even in its failures and imperfections. We feel that the soul
is too busy with God to think of itself, that, even when striving to make this or that progress, to gain this
or that virtue, its aim is more to make itself pleasing to God than to perfect itself, which is, in fact, a very
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different thing.
To surrender oneself, to yield oneself without thought of self or preoccupation with self:
renunciation. This is all! That is why “Holiness is not to be found in this or that practice. It consists in a
disposition of the heart which yields us humble and little into God’s arms, conscious of our weakness and
wholly and utterly confident in His fatherly goodness.” [ Novissima Verba, p. 105] But how few there are
who know how to do this! “We must be willing to remain little and weak always and there is the
difficulty.....Let us love our littleness, love to feel our nothingness, then we shall be truly poor in spirit,
and, however far away we are, Jesus will come and seek us. He will transform us into living flames of
love.” [Auto. p. 360]. Everything, then, serves to unite the soul of God, which is the one thing necessary.
Such is the state in which Therese invites souls, “little souls,” to establish themselves; that of a
child of God who in all things lets himself be drawn, lifted, carried by the arms of Jesus, that is to say, by
the Spirit of Love.
It is the Gospel teaching. Let us become little children again!

Source:
A Retreat with St. Therese
given by Pere Liagre, C.S.S.p. [First published in June, 1947]
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“Lazy” Monks and the

progress of Science
[ A true story translated from The Katholische Volkszeltung.]

There was once a professor who generally embellished his lectures
with the remarks: “The priests are good for nothing; in fine to express
myself briefly, the priests always hated science, art and every progress, they
loved and loved only, returning to darkness.”
One day after school, there came to him a student who was a good
young man, intellectual, and not easily scared, always looking for new fun. He goes to the professor and
says to him: “Professor, would you be kind enough to solve for me some doubts that bother me since I have
assisted at your lectures?”
“Why not, my friend, with pleasure. With the greatest pleasure. Out with it.”
“Only a few questions professor. Who has reserved for us the ancient classics? How is it they did not
perish when barbarism flooded the whole of civilization?”
“Monks have in their cloisters copied them, and thus saved them for us.”
“What! Monks!?”
“Yes, monks; especially the Benedictines.”
“Well, then, monks. Monks have copied those ancient codices and thus saved them for us? That must
have been a tedious work, was it not? And, of course, they contracted consumption from the library dust?
Certainly; indeed it was in those days when regents could not write their own names. Curious times and
curious these monks that they delighted to copy letter by letter from Livius, Caesar, Cicero, Virgil and
moreover from Tibullus, Propertius, Ovid etc. And how do these codices appear? Carefully written as if
printed, and the initials are real works of art!”
“Oh, these monks!”
“Wait, Professor. Is it true that without those priests we would not have Columbus and Vasco de Gama? A monk, Fra Mauro, they say, made in the year 1450 that celebrated chart that aroused Columbus?”
“It is true, but anyone else could have made that chart.”
“Certainly; but why should only priests have such smart thoughts? Listen, Professor, I read too that in
place of the awkward Roman ciphers, a Pope introduced the Arabian ciphers in arithmetic. Pope Sylvester
II introduced them.”
“However, any other one could have done that if the Popes had not always pressed themselves
forward.”
“Well, they say too, that a Pope had invented the telescope and microscope.”
“That can’t be true. Those priests want to claim everything.”
“That is to say it is indeed true. The Franciscan Roger Bacon had invented those instruments.”
“But that was a modern Franciscan, and not one of those cowlmen of the dark ages. That rascal
Bacon, when did he live?
“He died in the year 1292. He was modern very early, was he not? Again, lately I have read who was
the first to proclaim the theory that the sun stood still and the earth moved. Surely, you don’t even know
that Professor?”
“Copernicus!”
“No; this canon has not that honor. Nearly one hundred years before Copernicus taught that - who do
you think, who? The Bishop of Regensburg, Regiomontanus, in 1476.
“It may be.”
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“Kindly excuse me. Why is the age when the sciences, art and literature especially shone forth
called the “Golden Age of Leo X?”
“Why? Because Leo X was the special patron of scientists, artists and
literature. “
“What! Leo, Pope, and at the same time patron of all cultured triumphs.
It seems to me, boy, you want to make fun of me.”
“No indeed. These are only doubts, unbearable doubts! I would like to
get at those priests and tell them that they are only of the dark ages, but those
doubts don’t give me any rest. Well, it is true Professor, that the first free
schools were opened by La Salle?”
“Yes, the Frenchman, De La Salle.”
“The priest De La Salle. The priest. And that the first who looked after
the deaf mutes was Pedro de Ponce, and after him L’Epee.”
“The monk De Ponce and the priest L’Epee. Do not be angry, professor, it is not our fault that the
priests don’t give us any peace in history. Pray and I read too that the monk Berth Schwarz invented
powder and the monk Guido D’Arrizzo the scale and the foundation rule of harmony; a monk from
Tagernside in Bavaria, in 1000, glass painting: a Jesuit, Cavalieri in 1747, polychromy; the Jesuit Sechi,
spectrum analysis..”
“Stop. I see you want make fun of me. Blitz and thunder!”
“True, true! The first lightening rod was not invented by Franklin, but already in 1754, the
Pruimonstreant monk, Pastor Procop Divisch. Even Kurschner in his conversation dictionary proves this.”
“Hold your tongue boy, talker that you are.”
“Ah! The greatest polygot of our time was indeed Cardinal Mezzofanto.”
“Sufficient of your nonsense; see you get hence.”
“In what direction surely only Deacon Givia can tell us that. He discovered in the year 1300, the
compass.”
“Your brain is on fire.”
“What, if I am burning I must call for the fire engine, that no conflagration takes place. The fire
engines were first used by Cistercian monks and the Parisian Capucines were until the 17th century the
fireman of Paris.”
“If you don’t be silent you’ll fly out.”
“Perhaps into the airy heights? Right.
The first balloon was invented by the monk Berthold Gusmus 60 years before Montgolfion, who in
1720 in the presence of the whole Portuguese court, ascended into the air. What, you rub your eyeglasses
professor! That is an invention of the priests. The Dominican, Alexander Spind, invented them in the 13th
century! Are you so much in a hurry that you look at your watch? You should not do that at all. The watch
is an invention of the priests. The first watch we have from the church historian Cassiodorus (505)
improved by Gerbert, afterwards Sylvester II, whom we have already mentioned. The first astronomical
clock was made by the Abbot Richard Wallingsord in the year 1316. Well, but I go now. The gas lights
are already burning. Only this, yet professor, I suppose that you don’t know that the Jesuits invented the
gas - these burn light shunners. For certain the Jesuits invented it, and used it in Stanyhurst, in England
1794.”
“Goodbye Professor, I hope you will excuse me. What, you have bicycle too! That thing was
invented by the priest Pianton, who already used it in 1845,
Good night. Pray, do excuse me. What is true remains true. Let the searcher of history speak only
the truth.”
Once more said the said the student, “Goodbye.”
But the professor said nothing. †
SOURCE: The Carmelite Review: 1902 Volume X pages 360-1
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Beautiful Blessings from the hands of Our Lady

On the feast of St. Hermenegild,
3rd April 2015, Monsignor
Kenneth Hodgson was clothed
in the habit of Carmel. He received the religious names of
Br. St. Stephen of the Divine
Mercy TODC. Rev. Fr. Remi
Picot

officiated at the ceremo-

ny which took place in Packenham Vic. Australia

On the feast of St. Teresa of the Andes, 13th July, 2015 [Mrs. Rebecca Alexis] was clothed in the habit
of Carmel and received the religious name of: Sr. Birgitta Joseph of the Holy Angels TODC.
Rev. Fr. Joseph Pfeiffer officiated at the ceremony which took place in Irvine, California USA,

Sr. Gabriel of the Immaculate Heart of Mary TODC [Mrs. Charlotte Rogers] made her profession
into the hands His Lordship Bishop Jean-Michele Faure on the feast of St. Anne, 26th July, 2015. The
ceremony took place the Mass centre at Earlsfield Library Hall, London England.
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A Tribute to Sister Mary Magdalen
of Our Lady of Sorrows TODC
(Marion Smit) who was a very dear friend and
my sister in Carmel
“From God's hand I received my life
To God's hand I have lived
In God's hand , I gratefully returned my life”
St. Augustine *
[*Taken from Marion’s memorial card]

Marion Elina Veronica Smit was born in Amsterdam, Holland on the 21st October, 1945. From
what Marion told me, the memories of her childhood with her parents Fritz and Trudy van der Lende and
her brother Frederic, were happy ones.
As a small child she visited a Catholic Church with her friend who wanted to go to confession. As
Marion sat waiting in the church she told me, that she knew then that one day she too would be Catholic.
Many years passed, and Marion and Pieter immigrated to Australia with their children. They
settled in Officer, an outer suburb of Melbourne, where Pieter built a lovely brick home which included a
beautiful chapel. My understanding is that around this time Marion converted to the Catholic faith, which
she embraced wholeheartedly. She home-schooled her four children, supported Pieter with the business
and was an active member of the SSPX parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Hampton.
It was in February, 1989 that I attended my first Ignatian retreat at Tallangatta, a town on the
border of Victoria and New South Wales. The retreat master was Fr. Francis Ockerse, and it was his
habit at the conclusion of the retreat, to ask each retreatant to stand up and share their thoughts about the
experience of the retreat. Frankly I found it very emotional, and I remember looking across the table at
this lady who returned the glance with such kindness and compassion - and that lady was Marion!! We
met again the following year at Holy Cross Seminary for another retreat, after which she came up to me
and asked “Do you remember me?” I hesitated for a moment, as I wasn't sure but I remembered her face,
and from then on we became friends.
For those of you who didn’t have the pleasure of meeting Marion, she was a big lady with a heart
that matched her size. Warm and loving and with the best sense of humour ever! She was simple and
straightforward, and her priorities in life were; God first, and then her family and friends.
Marion became a member of the Third Order of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel & St. Teresa of Jesus. At
her clothing on the 25th March, 1993, she received the religious name of Sister Mary Magdalen of Our
Lady of Sorrows TODC. She was professed on the 26th March, 1994. Both ceremonies took place at the
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Hampton Vic. Australia.
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In 1996 [I think] Pieter and Marion decided to return to Holland, and Marion came to Sydney to
visit us before leaving. I wanted her to meet my family, i.e. my parents and sisters, and so we made
arrangements for lunch. I remember an amusing comment she made later: “Oh Gail I like your family,
and they are SO BIG!”
Marion missed Australia very much, and found it hard to adapt to the move home, but we kept in
contact almost weekly for a long time. God consoled her with helpful advice given by Rev. Fr. Eric
Jacqmin who was at the time District Superior of Holland, and who became her spiritual director. Father
Jacqmin is a Carmelite at heart, and I don’t remember
how long it took, but I know there was eventually as the
Carmelite Third Order was established in Holland which
was well organised with regular meetings etc., and this
development was a great consolation to Marion, as she
was no longer alone.
I was able to visit Holland on three occasions
and I remember it all as if it was yesterday. Pieter,
Marion and the family made me feel so welcome. Pieter
went out of his way to take us to various places of
pilgrimage, e.g. Kevelaer in Germany, the Carmelite
monasteries in Belgium, where I met the late Mother
Marie Christiane du St. Esprit, the sister of the late
Archbishop Lefebvre, the Carmel in Antwerp where we
were able to venerate the relics of Ven. Anne of St.
Bartholomew, the Precious Blood chapel in Bruges
Belgium and more. It was a spiritual journey I will never forget and which enriched my life, but Pieter &
Marion showed this charity for all those who visited them.
The great blessing for Marion and Pieter was that Our Lady chose both of them to be members of her
special Order of Carmel. Pieter was
clothed in the habit of Carmel on the
11th February 2004. He received the
religious name of Br. Pieter of the
Cross. Fr. J. Wegner officiated at the
ceremony. His profession took place
the Sacre-Coeur Carmelite Monastery
in Belgium on the 18th February
2005. Fr. Adrian Wee officiated at the
ceremony.
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However, in 2008 Marion was diagnosed with cancer and underwent
surgery and chemotherapy. She had previously been diagnosed with skin
cancer whilst she was living in Australia, but after the initial treatment there
all seemed to fine until 2008. She did everything the doctors recommended
and suffered much and with courage. There was a period of remission, but
about 18 months ago, she started to notice that ulcers appeared in the area of
the original melanoma, and it took some time for the doctors to be convinced
that it was serious. So a series of appointments and tests followed, but late
last year Marion was informed there was nothing more that could be done
for her as the cancer was spreading rapidly throughout her body.
Marion’s temperament was melancholic and she would say to me when
feeling upset “you know me and my melancholic nature” and these words
would normally be followed by a few tears...yet during the months prior to
her death, I noticed she was very calm, resigned and at peace, and she knew
it was because of the prayers of the Carmelite Third Order.
I received this message from her on the 9th April last. “Two days ago I
had another mild heart attack. That’s two in 2 weeks. I’m on heart tablets
now. I feel very tired but I’m up and dressed and downstairs. Sleep every
day in my chair for 1-2 hours in the afternoon. Don’t come outside anymore,
but this seems to be Gods holy will for me and therefore also mine.”
She sent a message of thanks on the 23rd May, Third Order Carmelite
members who prayed for her during her last days:
“Amazing, so many people praying for me and showing me their love for
a poor sinner. Thank you all and may God bless you all for your kindness.
love Marion.”
Marion passed away during the early hours of the 11th June, 2015. It was
the feast of Saint Barnabas. May she rest in peace.

†
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Thank you
Dear Sr. Teresa of the Cross TODC,
I was very touched by the Spiritual Bouquet for my clothing
ceremony. I wept with gratitude at the offerings of Masses,
Communions and rosaries, and prayers. I am truly blessed to
be allowed to call you all my Brothers and Sisters in Carmel. I
pray that God shall rain upon each one a shower of blessings
through the immaculate hands of our Blessed Mother.
Most sincerely,
Sr Birgitta Joseph of the Holy Angels
Bekki Alexis

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Carmel,
Thank you so much for the Spiritual Bouquet for my Profession
on the Feast of St. Anne, 26th July 2015. It was so kind of you to
do so much and I appreciate it more than I can say!
I'm leaving tomorrow for a week's holiday in Vienna, Austria,
and I shall make a pilgrimage of thanksgiving to the tomb of
Venerable Dominic of Jesus Mary OCD who is buried in the
Carmelite Friars' church there, and to the Miraculous Painting
of Our Lady of the Bowed Head in the same church. I shall take
all your intentions to the tomb and to Our Lady.
With much love and prayers,
Sister Gabriel of the Immaculate Heart of Mary TODC
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The Carmelite Corner
For your prayerful attention



The most important intention continues to be: The Consecration of Russia to the



Immaculate Heart of Mary.



The conversion of Pope Francis I



Prayerful attention is much needed for the upcoming Synod in Rome



Extra special prayers and sacrifices for Bishop Williamson and Bishop Faure



For all the BRAVE priests of the Resistance who continue to fight for the Truth.



Prayers for Bishops Tissier de Mallerais, De Galleretta and Fellay.



For those priests who can see the betrayal of the SSPX, but have not yet the
courage to act.



Your continued prayers for the following priests:
Fr. Trevor Burfitt, Fr. Christopher Hunter, Fr. Jonathon Loop, Fr. James Rigi, Fr.
Daniel Cooper, Fr. Lawrence Novak, Fr. Kenneth Novak, Fr. Gerard Beck, Fr. Charles
Ward, Fr. Jacques Emily, Fr. Christopher Darby, Fr. Todd Stephens, Fr. Christopher
Leith, Fr. Christopher Curtis, Fr. James Peek, Fr. Thierry Guardray, Fr. Edward Black
Fr. John Fullerton, Fr. Damian Fox, Fr. Shane Johnson, Fr. Karl Pepping, Fr. Jordie
Stephens, Fr. Sayed Elias, Fr. Michael Johnston, Fr. Paul Robinson, Fr. Vincente
Griego, Fr. Raymond Taouk, Fr. Benjamin Campbell, Fr. Richard Vachon, Fr.
Christoph Phluger, Fr. Michael Delsorte, Fr. Adrian Wee, Fr. Raphael du Chazard,
Fr. Gerard Hogan, Fr. Kevin Robinson, Fr. Francois Laisney, Fr. Daniel Themann,
Fr. John Brucciani, Fr. Robert Brucciani, Fr. Leo Boyle, Fr. Matthew Clifton, Fr. Jules
Belisle, Fr. Christopher Polley, Fr. Michael Fortin, Fr. Karl Stehlin, Fr. Coenradd
Daniels, Fr. Aurelito Cacho, Fr. Emerson Salvador, Fr. Thomas Onoda, Fr. Timothy
Pfeiffer, Fr. Albert Ghela, Fr. Peter Fortin, Fr. Carlo Magno Saa, Fr. Andrew
Cranshaw, Fr. MacPherson and Fr. Michael Lavin.
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Prayers for our Carmelite Sisters in Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, France and the
USA.



Prayers for Rev. Br. John Marie Therese of the Holy Eucharist OCD



Prayers for the repose of the soul of Mr. Aage Hedegaard Olesen, the father of
Br. Johannes Pio TODC who passed away on the 18th June, 2015.



Prayers for a young mother who is experiencing a great suffering as a result of a
custody battle over her children.



Prayers for the conversion of an atheist.



Continued prayers for Scot, the son of Sr. Joseph of the Holy Cross of Jesus TODC.



Prayers of thanksgiving for the great grace of Ordination to the Holy Priesthood of
Rev. Father Arogya Suneel Kurmar Sudha.

*

Your prayers are requested for the upcoming ceremonies to take place in Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Seminary in Boston, Kentucky USA in October 2015.
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